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The pedagogical landscape of guitar instruction has long been defined by the tension between formal classical 

rigor and the accessibility required for recreational learners. One of the most enduring artifacts of this educational 

intersection is the Álbum de Guitarra Fácil series, published by Carisch and frequently associated with the 

arrangements of Oscar Nanez Caballero. This series, particularly Volume 2 (Temas de Películas) and Volume

8/64 (Rock 'n' Roll), represents a systematic approach to technical scaffolding, where complex musical structures

are distilled into manageable forms without sacrificing the core harmonic integrity of the source material.

The Theoretical Framework of 'Fácil' Arrangements

In the context of guitar pedagogy, the term "Fácil" (Easy) does not merely imply a reduction in tempo or note 

density. Rather, it refers to a specific arrangement methodologythat prioritizes ergonomic efficiency and the

minimization of cognitive load. For the intermediate student, the transition from open-position chords to moving

fretboard patterns is often a significant hurdle. The 'Álbum de Guitarra Fácil' series addresses this through several

core technical mechanisms:

•  Optimization of Fingerings: Utilizing open strings as anchor points to facilitate position shifts.

•  Harmonic Simplification: Reducing complex extended chords (e.g., 9ths or 13ths) to their triadic foundations 

or basic 7th structures while maintaining the melody.

•  Rhythmic Quantization: Smoothing out aggressive syncopation found in original recordings to prevent the 

student from losing the underlying pulse.

The Mathematical Modeling of Musical Difficulty

To quantify the "ease" of these arrangements, we can look at a Difficulty Index (DI)formula often used in

instructional design:

DI = (N × S) / (B × T)

Where:

  N = Number of unique notes per measure.

  S = Number of position shifts required across the fretboard.

  B = Number of bar chords used.

  T = Total measure count.

The Álbum de Guitarra Fácil series consistently maintains a low DI by ensuring that S (shifts) is kept to a minimum 

and B(bar chords) are introduced only where harmonically indispensable, usually favoring the F or Bm shapes in

first or second position.

Technical Analysis: Volume 2 – Temas de Películas (Movie Themes)



Volume 2 of the series focuses on Temas de Películas. The pedagogical value of using cinema scores lies in the 

student's existing auditory familiarity with the material. This familiarity acts as a self-correcting feedback loop; the 

student knows what the piece shouldsound like, which accelerates the acquisition of correct phrasing and

dynamics.

Structural Case Study: Theme Simplification

In movie theme arrangements, the primary challenge is translating orchestral scores to a single six-string 

instrument. The Carisch editions typically follow a melody-dominant approach. The arrangement strategy usually

involves:

1.  The Basso Continuo Approximation: The thumb (p) handles the bass notes on beats 1 and 3, providing a 

steady rhythmic foundation.

2.  Linear Melodic Preservation: The melody is kept on the top three strings (E, B, G) to ensure maximum 

resonance and clarity.

3.  Internal Voice Omission: To keep the arrangement "facil," non-essential harmonic filler in the middle voices is 

removed.

Technical Analysis: Volume 8 & 64 – Rock 'n' Roll

The inclusion of Rock 'n' Roll (specifically mentioned in Vol. 8 and Vol. 64) marks a shift from the lyrical style of 

movie themes to a percussive and rhythmic focus. These volumes introduce the student to the blues scale and

the concept of the "shuffle" feel on a nylon or acoustic guitar.

Rhythmic Mechanics and the Shuffle Feel

Rock 'n' Roll guitar often relies on eighth-note triplets where the first note is tied to the second, creating the 

signature "long-short" swing. For the novice student using the Álbum de Guitarra Fácil No. 64, this is often the first 

encounter with rhythmic displacement. The arrangements of tracks like "Acapulco Rock" or "Johnny B.

Goode" (referenced as Johnny B. in the metadata) require a specific technical approach:

•  Alternated Picking vs. Fingerstyle: While the series is often played fingerstyle, the Rock 'n' Roll volumes 

encourage p-i-m patterns that mimic plectrum down-strokes.

•  Muting Techniques: The use of the right-hand palm (palm muting) to dampen the lower strings, providing a 

more "electric" and percussive sound.

•  The I-IV-V Progression: The technical breakdown focuses on the physical movement between the Tonic (I), 

Subdominant (IV), and Dominant (V) chords, which are the backbone of the genre.

Comparison of Volume Characteristics

The following table illustrates the technical differences between the Cinema and Rock 'n' Roll volumes within the

series:



Feature Vol 2: Temas de Películas Vol 8/64: Rock 'n' Roll

Primary Goal Melodic Phrasing & Legato Rhythmic Precision & Staccato

Technical Focus Arpeggiated accompaniment I-IV-V chord progressions

Hand Position Frequent position shifts Static box patterns (Blues scale)

Dynamic Range High (Piano to Forte) Consistent (Mezzo-Forte)

Genre Ancestry Classical / Romantic Blues / Early Jazz

The Role of Oscar Nanez Caballero and Carisch Publishing

The technical integrity of these books is largely attributed to the editors and arrangers involved. Carisch, an Italian 

publisher with a significant footprint in the Spanish-speaking market, has specialized in music education for 

decades. The collaboration with Oscar Nanez Caballero ensures that the arrangements are not only easy but 

musically sound. From a technical writer's perspective, the documentation within these books (the notation, the 

fingering charts, and the layout) serves as a Standard Operating Procedure (SOP) for guitar performance.

ISBN and Cataloging Significance

For collectors and educational institutions, identifying the correct edition is crucial. The metadata highlights ISBN 

10: 8872073014 and ISBN 13: 9788872073018. These identifiers point to the Carischinternational editions. This

standardization is vital for ensuring that students in different geographic regions are working from the same

technical transcriptions, which is essential for remote learning and standardized testing in music conservatories.

Practical Implementation: A Field Guide for Students

To effectively utilize the Álbum de Guitarra Fácil, students should follow a structured integration plan. This prevents

the "easy" label from leading to sloppy technique.

Step-by-Step Practice Routine

1.  Harmonic Mapping: Before playing, identify all the chord shapes used in the piece. Visualize the transitions 

between the G-major and D7-major shapes, for instance.

2.  Isolation of the Melodic Line: Play the melody alone using only the rest-stroke (apoyando) to ensure it carries 

enough weight to stand out against the bass.

3.  The 'Slow-Motion' Execution: Perform the arrangement at 50% of the target BPM. This allows the neural 

pathways to map the specific ergonomic requirements of the shifts.

4.  Integration of Bass: Add the bass notes, ensuring they are played with a free-stroke (tirando) to avoid 

overpowering the melody.

Case Study: Troubleshooting Technical Failures

Even in "easy" arrangements, students often encounter specific failure modes. Analyzing these provides insight into

the limitations of pedagogical materials.

Common Failure: The 'Buzzing' F-Chord

In many Rock 'n' Roll arrangements (Vol. 8), the full F-barre chord is a recurring requirement. Students often



experience string buzzing or lack of sustain.

Solution:

  The Lever Principle: Rather than squeezing the neck with the thumb, the student is instructed to pull the guitar 

body slightly back with the right arm while the left arm acts as a counter-lever. This applies pressure to the 

fretboard through arm weight rather than muscular grip.

  Finger Rotation:Rotating the index finger slightly onto its bony side rather than the fleshy pad allows for a

cleaner bar.

Common Failure: Rhythmic Dragging in Movie Themes

Because movie themes are often slow and rubato, students tend to lose the underlying beat, leading to a

performance that feels disjointed.

Solution:Use a metronome set to eighth notes rather than quarter notes. This provides more frequent

"checkpoints" for the student to align their notes, ensuring the cinematic flow is maintained without rhythmic

collapse.

Broader Implications for Guitar Pedagogy

The existence of the Álbum de Guitarra Fácil series since the late 20th century highlights a significant trend in 

music education: the democratization of the repertoire. By making Rock 'n' Roll and Movie Themes accessible to

beginners, publishers have increased engagement and retention rates among young learners.

From a technical standpoint, these books represent a bridge. They take the sophisticated polyphonic language of

the guitar—an instrument capable of playing melody, harmony, and bass simultaneously—and simplify it into a two-

voice texture. This approach honors the instrument's heritage while acknowledging the practical constraints of the

beginner's hand. As digital resources proliferate, the structured, curated nature of these physical albums remains a

gold standard for methodical progression. The durability of the Carisch catalog, as seen in the continued demand

for Volume 2 and Volume 64, suggests that the "Easy" formula, when executed with technical precision, remains

one of the most effective tools in the guitarist's developmental arsenal.

Ultimately, the synthesis of these various musical styles into a unified "Fácil" methodology serves to build a well-

rounded musician. Whether the student is executing a simplified arrangement of a 1950s rock anthem or a poignant

cinematic theme, they are learning the universal principles of guitar mechanics: economic motion, harmonic

awareness, and rhythmic integrity. These are the building blocks that eventually lead to the mastery of the

instrument's most complex literature.
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